Community Development Department

222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.0900
www.rfcity.org

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
June 8, 2022, at 6:00 pm
CITY HALL TRAINING ROOM
AGENDA
CALL HPC MEETING TO ORDER
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES
Minutes of the May 11, 2022, meeting
HPC MEMBER VOLUNTEER HOUR REPORT
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Non-Agenda Items
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. River Falls Days Postcard
2. Meet River Falls
3. Historical Marker Inventory
4. The Glen Sign
5. Pop-up museum update
6. CLG grant
ACTION ITEMS
CALENDAR
Next Historic Preservation Commission meeting July 13, 2022.
ADJOURNMENT
Council members may be in attendance for informational purposes only.
No official Council action will be taken.
NOTE: Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act that
requires the meeting or materials to be in an accessible location or format may contact City Clerk Amy
White at (715)-426-3408 or in person at 222 Lewis Street for accommodations. Requests for
accommodations should be made at least three (3) business days in advance of the meeting. Every effort
will be made to arrange accommodations.
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222 Lewis Street
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MINUTES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
May 11, 2022, at 6:00 pm
CITY HALL TRAINING ROOM
HPC Members Present: Heidi Heinze, Jayne Hoffman, Jeff Bjork (Council Rep), Julie Huebel, Pam Friede,
HPC Members Absent: Mark Anderson (excused), Denton Anderson (excused)
Staff Present:
Emily Shively – City Planner
Others Present:
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 6:03 p.m.
HPC MEMBER VOLUNTEER HOUR REPORT
Jayne Hoffman – 4 hours
Heidi Heinze – 4 hours
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF April 13, 2022
M/ Hoffman, S/ Hubel 4-0 motion passes.
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Non-Agenda Items
DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Inside Pavilion images and captions
Shively shared with HPC the physical images they ordered from Hub 70. Heinze described where
each image would be placed in the pavilion and HPC discussed their satisfaction in the quality.
However, HPC questioned some of the sizing of the images with concerns about how they will
look on the wall. Heinze recommended that the group should wait until the images are installed
to decide where and how large the caption plates should be. Heinze said that Public Works Mike
Stifter and Irv Peskar will be installing them, which might take some time. But when they are up
Heinze suggested to maybe print the captions on paper in different sizes to get a better idea on
the proper size. Bjork asked how high the placement of the images will be on the wall and then
commended the HPC for all the effort and projects they have been doing. Heinze agreed with
gratitude and shared the mock-up draft Mark Anderson did of the scaled images on the walls.
Bjork is concerned the images may be too big then what was drafted and Heinze confirmed that
if they are, there should be other spots to put them.

Heinze redirected the group to the caption language and Hoffman points out some changes and
HPC discussed some additional verbiage:
• “Donut Girls” caption may need to be further researched to identify why the
ladies gathered in Glen Park. Was it to celebrate a graduation? HPC agreed to
give more thought on the description and time to do more research.
• “Junction Falls and Cascade Falls” caption was clarified to describe where the
bridge is crossing the Glen. HPC add the words “steps down into the Glen” and
needed to change date to 1904.
• “Crow’s Nest” caption, Bjork offered to scan the description from the back of a
postcard he has with the view of the beaver dam below to help describe the
image better.
HPC agreed to continue to work on the captions and present changes in July; the images will
hopefully be installed by then. Huebel asked if anyone new the photographers of the photos and
recommended that they be included if known. No one from HPC could confirm any but someone
may be able to find them in their research.
2. River Falls Days postcard
Heinze reviewed that HPC should be thinking about what they have done in the past and relate
it to the new theme – OZ “There no place like home”. Heinze shared an idea that the postcard
should be a recognizable thing within River Falls such as the smokestack. Bjork suggested the
movie theatre image. Hoffman brought a photo album and shared some potential ideas. HPC
discussed some of the ones they liked and picked a few options to vote on. Heinze
recommended that HPC could do a variety of postcard images or even posters. Friede claimed
that it might not be necessary to do large posters. Shively chimed in that HPC still has the
swinging Bridge mini posters. Heinze volunteered to get pricing options. Bjork suggested images
could be of downtown that no older than 75 years ago that may be recognizable to some adults
that were kids growing up here to make a connection. Heinze recommended HPC find more
colorful pictures of downtown and bring to the next meeting. HPC must decide and order in
June to be ready for River Falls Days in July.
3. Historical Markers inventory
Heinze updated Bjork on the purpose of the project – for HPC to get an idea of what has been
done and how HPC can move forward and not duplicate any signage. Heinze confirmed that
staff are working on a database and compiling all the options. Heinze requested that in June or
July that staff bring the update inventory list for HPC to see. Hubel clarified if the group should
be tracking down any historical markers or just the one’s HPC has done. Heinze confirmed it is
any sign, even if they were privately or partially funded by the City. Bjork asked how staff are
compiling the information. Shively stated that it is in an excel and will be put into the GIS
database for mapping and tracking these HPC/City assets. Heinze asked about the three-ring
black binder and Shively indicated that staff is still in search of it. Heinze said if it is gone HPC
could re do it.
4. The Glen Sign
Heinze explained that the next steps in the process would be for HPC to begin thinking and
deciding which company to contract in fabricating the sign. Heinze suggested someone local as
it would be easier to address any hiccups.

Since HPC is in the final design stages, they are accepting all feedback, even nitpicky stuff needs
to be addressed. HPC discussed these changes:
• Huebel suggested arrows or lines to show connection to Birds Eye.
• Shively suggested to add spaces to separate paragraphs and make text ‘justified’ so that
it is in even blocks on both ends of the paragraph.
• Hoffman asked about the overlapping or layout of the photos. HPC agreed to do some
separation and rearrange of the photos to identify the image groups relationship.
• Shively recommended to add City logo somewhere on the sign.
5. Pop-up museum update
Heinze reviewed with the group what the project is and the end goal. It is an ongoing project
that will happen in September and October. Heinze discussed the plan to reserve Glen Park
Pavilion for Oct. 15th or 16th for the museum. HPC could have an open house to host the
museum, unveil the Glen sign and inside pavilion images. Another potential space could be
Glover School. HPC seemed in consensus that Sunday the 16th is good.
6. Intro/background HPC presentation for new Council
Heinze shared the presentation of what HPC has been up to Council representative Bjork. Bjork
asked if HPC should be described to preserve cultural heritage. HPC agreed and discussed some
additional changes to the PowerPoint. Heinze requested that HPC bring in current pictures of an
historic building or item.
ACTION ITEMS
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
June 8, 2022
STAFF REPORT
AGENDA ITEMS
1. River Falls Days Postcard
HPC will decide and finalize the images to order for the postcard or posters related to River Falls
Days theme OZ / “No Place Like Home”. See more potential images and pricing attached, more
options may be presented at the meeting.
2. Meet River Falls
HPC will discuss this new event for River Falls Days this year, similar to last year's "reverse
parade." On Sat. July 9 from 1-3pm HPC would like to participate and have a booth on the bridge.
They would need to pay the $50 fee to register, have 2 volunteers, promotional materials, tent,
table and chairs, and a banner with the HPC logo. Click here to view more details and registration
information.
3. Historical Marker Inventory
City staff will share progress on the database for HPC to review. HPC will discuss the details they
would like to add or change to the inventory list. See attached additional markers recently found
and link to the current inventory list that is in progress.
4. The Glen Sign
HPC will review and discuss final design changes to be made. They will also discuss which sign
manufacturing company would be best to use, as a local company is preferred. See the list of
suggested changes and current version attached.
5. Pop-up museum update
HPC will continue discussions on the preparation of the pop-up museum. The dates for potential
reservation include:
• Saturday, Sept. 10th City Hall Training Room 11am-4pm (Art on the Kinni)
• Saturday, Sept. 17th City Hall Training Room 11am-4pm (Bacon Bash)
• Saturday, Oct. 1st at Glover School 11am-4pm (open house)
• Sunday, Oct. 16th at Glen Park pavilion (with a Glen Sign public reveal??)
6. CLG grant
HPC will review the letter of intent that needs to be prepared and sent to the Wisconsin Historical
Society to proceed with funding for the CLG grant that will help pay for HPC projects, particularly
nominations for the National Register. Letter of Intent is due August 15th. They will also review the
resident notification letter. See letters attached.
ACTION ITEMS
7. River Falls Days Postcard - HPC will make a motion on the RFD postcard/poster order
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AGENDA ITEM #1 – RIVER FALLS DAYS POSTCARD
Potential Images:
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HUB 70 Sizing and Pricing:
22x28 Posters
22 x 28 finished size
100# White Gloss Text
Printed 4/0
100 $562.64
250 $656.50.
500 $720.58
16x20 Posters
16 x 20 finished size
100# White Gloss Text
Printed 4/0
100 $537.97
250 $590.28
500 $667.71
13x19 Posters
13x19 finished size
100# White Gloss Text
Printed 4/0
100 $94.70
250 $202.50
500 $320.00
Or
13x19 Posters
13x19 finished size
100# White Gloss cardstock
Printed 4/0
100 $114.00
250 $251.00
500 $415.00
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AGENDA ITEM #3 – HISTORIC MARKERS INVENTORY

Additional plaques to add to inventory:
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AGENDA ITEM #4 – THE GLEN SIGN

Suggestions for The Glen
-

"You are here" stars in red

-

Move Cascade mill ad next to the mill picture

-

Move beehive picture and "rural beekeeper" together

-

Make "rural beekeeper" smaller and remove highlight from Putnam

-

Move picture of the falls to swinging bridge section

-

Draw an arrow/line from full bird's eye view to enlarged section

-

Make enlarged section of bird's eye view smaller

-

Add a caption bubble to each image with circa date and more information

-

Space out the narrative into sections

-

Images tilted, straight, or both?

-

Use consistent font throughout (CAPS, bold, italicized)

-

Move HPC logo to top left corner, include city logo somewhere?

-

Learn more about River Falls history at rfcity.org? Link to info? QR code?

-

Others...?
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AGENDA ITEM #6 – CLG Grant Letter of Intent & Outreach Invitation Letter (DRAFTS)
*items highlighted are to be discussed and changed.
DATE
Hi Jason,
Please consider this letter of intent from the River Falls Historic Preservation Commission to apply for CLG
subgrant funding later this year. It is the HPC’s plan to submit an application to seek/hire a consultant to
prepare a National Register of Historic Places nomination application to the National Park Service for the
following addresses:
1. 220 S. 4th Street – (owner – Barb Kolpin)
2. 108 S. 6th Street (owners – Susan Harden Edwards and Errick Edwards)
3. 214 N. Fremont Street (owner – Shelley Rusch)
The HPC also intends to send notification letters to other owners of properties that may be eligible for
National Register designation with an invitation to join this effort. Our list of eligible properties is derived
from the 2015 Historical and Architectural Resources Survey prepared by Heritage Research, LTD. Letters
will be mailed this summer and an informational meeting on National Register designation will likely occur
in the fall. It is the hope that the HPC application can include 3-6 address in total.
Should you have any questions regarding this letter of intent, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or
Heidi Heinze, HPC Chair. (Add contact information)
Sincerely,
Kendra Ellner, Planner
City of River Falls
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
(715) 426-3459 (Direct)
(715) 425-0900 (City General Inquiries)
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City of River Falls Historic Preservation
Commission
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.0900
www.rfcity.org

July 15, 2022
Dear Property Owner,
The Historic Preservation Commission would like to cordially invite you to attend a workshop to
learn about the benefits and designation process for the National Register of Historic Places. The
National Register is a non-restrictive, honorary program that can provide tax credits for eligible
improvements.
When:
Where:
Who:

Saturday, September 18, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Training Room, lower level of City Hall (222 Lewis Street)
Property owners, realtors, others interested in historic preservation

A historical and architectural resources survey identified 50+ properties and two potential districts
in River Falls that may be eligible for listing on the National Register. The City currently has five
individually listed properties on the National Register. They are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

First National Bank
Old Sky Motel
North Hall and South Hall on the University of Wisconsin River Falls campus
Glen Park municipal swimming pool and bathhouse
The Swinging Bridge
Freeman House at 220 N. 3rd Street

If you are interested in listing your property on the National Register, this workshop will provide
guidance on the process and education on potential funding resources that may be available from
the Wisconsin Historical Society.
If you wish to attend, please RSVP to Kendra Ellner at kellner@rfcity.org or 715-426-3459. We hope
to see you there. (Heidi Heinze may want to sign)
Sincerely,

Kendra Ellner

Kendra Ellner, Planner
Staff liaison of the Historic Preservation Commission
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