AGENDA
PLAN COMMISSION
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JULY 5, 2022

**The City Council Chambers are open to the public. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 public health
emergency, unvaccinated attendees are asked to wear a mask and social distance.**
The public may view/listen to the meeting by:
• Calling Toll Free 1-844-992-4726, access code: 2630 293 0842
• Visiting the web link: https://tinyurl.com/rfpc7522
• Viewing the City's YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofriverfalls
Those wishing to speak during “public comment” may do so at the discretion of the presiding officer (the
Mayor). Please be advised that the Mayor may set time limits or limit repeat comments.
Persons wishing to make a public comment should contact Angie (abond@rfcity.org or 715-426-3427) prior
to 4 p.m. on the day of the meeting in order to ensure they are added to the list and can be accommodated
during the meeting.

AGENDA BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE

AGENDA
PLAN COMMISSION
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JULY 5, 2022
CALL TO ORDER – 6:30 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. Minutes of the June 7, 2022 Plan Commission meeting
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Non-Agenda Related Topics
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
2. Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments and City Code Amendments:
a. Parking Standards: regarding surfacing and location of parking
Amending Sec.17.08.030, Sec.17.08.040, and Sec.17.80.020
b. Public nuisances: regarding inoperable vehicles and exterior storage
Amending Sec.8.32.030 and adding Sec.8.32.060-8.32.064
c. Residential Rental Uses: regarding residential rental standards and regulations; clarifying licensure of
contractors; and adopting State Codes and Statutes
Amending Sec.17.04.020, adding Sec.17.08.080; amending Sec.15.04.090, Sec.15.08.050,
Sec.15.12.060-15.12.070, repealing and replacing Sec.15.16.010; amending Sec.15.16.020;
repealing and replacing Sec.15.16.030; amending Sec.15.16.040, deleting Sec.15.16.060 and
Sec.15.16.150
d. Signage: regarding signage in the right-of-way
Amending Sec.17.68.100.C.19 and Ch. 17.84
e. Zoning Ordinance and City Code Enforcement: regarding enforcement procedures
Amending Sec.17.104.060; adding Sec.8.32.065; repealing and replacing Sec.8.32.070, and adding
Sec.8.32.080
REPORTS
3. Director’s Report

ADJOURNMENT

NOTES:
Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act that requires the meeting or materials
to be in an accessible location or format, may contact City Clerk Amy White at (715) 426-3408 or in person at 222 Lewis Street, for
accommodations. Requests for accommodations should be made at least three (3) business days in advance of the meeting. Every
effort will be made to arrange accommodations.
Council members may be in attendance for informational purposes only. No official Council action will be taken.
Published: 06/29/22 the Pierce County Journal; Posted: 06/23/22
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Community Development Department
222 Lewis Street
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.0900
www.rfcity.org

MINUTES
PLAN COMMISSION
JUNE 7, 2022
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Members Present:
Members Absent:
Staff Present:
Others Present:

Lisa Moody, Patricia LaRue(virtual), Chris Holtkamp(virtual), Diane Odeen,
Rebecca Prendergast, Dan Toland
Mike Woolsey
Amy Peterson, Emily Shively, Kendra Ellner, Sam Burns, Angie Bond, Jon Smits,
Keri Schreiner
Jeff Bjork, Scott Morrissette, Sean Downing

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting convened at 6:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
M/Odeen, S/Prendergast to approve minutes. Motion carried 5/0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Sean Downing, 421 W. Division St., commented on the un-dedication of parkland in Sterling Ponds. Park
Board and City Council passed the park plan, he would like to see obligations that have already been in
place be honored. Kathy Peterson, 3166 Sussex St., commented that as a resident, a group home or
apartment complex is not a good fit in Sterling Ponds. Traffic will be an issue with the limited access.
Children and animals are present. A commercial facility will cause safety issues. Mayor Toland states
there are no active plans in place for the area, this is strictly a parkland un-dedication request. Elizabeth
Bowden, 217 Clark St., commented on transparency being important and undoing something that has
been committed to does not build confidence. Another issue is the 500 acres of farmland being turned
in to Autobahn racetrack. Residents are concerned, and please think about the values you have
committed to and take into consideration that residents are proud of natural resources and value
parkland. Jay Benson, 217 Clark St., commented that an auto-based community built on property the
City is annexing is not a good idea. Noise is a concern and this is not a good choice to make.
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
Resolution to approve the Specific Implementation Plan for Lake George Lofts (141 W. Cascade Ave.)
Planner Sam Burns provided a brief presentation and conveyed that Gerrard LLC has submitted an
application for the third phase of the University Falls Development. The first two phases were completed
in 2010 which included two twelve-unit multifamily buildings on W. Cascade Ave. The GDP for the thirs
phase of the project was approved in March 2022. The four-story apartment building will include 32 units
including studios, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom units. The design will include a lobby, mail room,
leasing office and covered parking on the first floor. Parking plan will include 24 interior and 28 exterior
parking spaces. The applicant is providing a public access connection from W. Cascade Ave to the
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Kinnickinnic trail. Staff is recommending that the Plan Commission forward the resolution to Council
with a favorable recommendation.
M/Moody, S/Odeen to approve the resolution approving the Specific Implementation Plan for Lake
George Lofts. Motion carried 6/0.
Resolution to approve the un-dedication of parkland in Sterling Ponds.
Community Development Director Amy Peterson provided a summary and background of the parkland
in Sterling Ponds. The area had been undeveloped and farmed, and in 2002 it was annexed to be
developed by Ames Development, LLC. In 2003, Arcon Development, Inc. purchased it and a Traditional
Neighborhood Development (TND) was proposed with 676 units. Some development occurred and in
2007 the recession caused development to halt. Arcon started selling off some of the area. In 2010 the
City held a workshop with the residents in the area to discuss amenities in the current 4 acre park. The
City prefunded equipment and park amenities as the funding wasn’t available from the lots. The plat
went from primarily housing with some commercial areas and parkland in 2003. In 2011, the City
purchased 74 acres for the Sterling Ponds Corporate Park. In 2018, 2.5 acres were sold to GMTZ for
housing. Multiple phases of subdivisions have been constructed. In 2020, the Sterling Ponds Park Plan
was approved and in 2021 the Park Plan began to be implemented. The Park Plan recommends undedicating 3 acres of parkland to the NW of the current park. The intent of the Sterling Ponds Park Plan
is to review the City’s existing park and open space acreage against City parkland dedication
requirements, determine recreation needs in the area, and recommend maintenance and improvements
for the Sterling Ponds Park. Parkland, open space, active and passive recreation are considered in the
analysis of the Park Plan. Sterling Ponds Park Plan includes 57.02 acres of open space and 13.57 acres of
parkland. The National Park and Recreation standards recommends a minimum 3 acres of parkland for
1,000 residents. The existing park supports that standard. City code requires 24.3 acres of parkland but
doesn’t consider the open space areas. Additional consideration should be given to the 3 regional parks
as well as future regional parks as part of the Outdoor Recreation planning process and ultimately the
Comprehensive Plan. The proposal in the plan is to un-dedicate 3 of the 4 acres of the northwest parcel
for neighborhood commercial development. This would add an acre to the existing park giving it 5 acres.
The survey in 2010 had resident responses including implementing walking, biking plans and those were
implemented. In 2019 another survey went out and top 3 desires were walking, biking paths, picnic area
and ball fields. All of those were incorporated in the plan. An RFP is out for landscaping, and grading.
The picnic shelter will be installed in the next year or two. The next steps, if favorable, will be for City
Council review and County Circuit Court determination for un-dedication process. Staff recommends Plan
Commission approve the resolution to continue the un-dedication process and forward the resolution to
City Council with a favorable recommendation. It will move on to City Council.
M/Holtkamp, S/Odeen to approve the resolution approving the un-dedication of parkland in Sterling
Ponds. Odeen asked for the Circuit Court process. Peterson stated Council makes an application to Circuit
Court. It is not known if the process is an administrative review process. Moody commented about the
need for housing and what precipitated the commercial residential in the parkland location. Peterson
explained that the TND zoning in Sterling Ponds requires mixed uses, including commercial. Holtkamp
mentioned the parkland location and commercial uses not being ideal there. Peterson stated that
neighborhood commercial is desired. For example, a fitness center or daycare. LaRue stated that the
market and ownership has changed over the years and those who made decisions in 2003 are not those
making decisions today. Open space/parkland and parkland ownership was clarified. Peterson stated
that the decision was made to try to balance between the two standards, the City park ordinance and
National Park regulations and create the best scenario for Sterling Ponds. They are looking at the
resident’s best interest as well as the City’s best interest. LaRue mentioned the city surveys for the
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Comprehensive Plan update and how there was emphasis from residents placed on the importance of
parks in numerous questions on the survey. LaRue is hesitant to go from the 18 acres required per
ordinance to 5 acres. LaRue stated taking more time to allow the residents to weigh in before undedicating is preferred. LaRue stated that Sterling Ponds is removed from the City so she can also see the
need for commercial in that location but the residents should have a chance to voice their preference.
Odeen clarified that the park ordinance states that whenever a development is created the developer
shall be required to dedicate 10% of the area for parks, and open spaces. Odeen stated Sterling Ponds
does have open spaces including trails and disc golf course. LaRue asked for clarification on which court
would hear the un-dedication and Peterson said St. Croix as that is where Sterling Ponds is located.
Clarification was also discussed regarding park impact fees and what has been implemented in the
Sterling Ponds Park area since 2019. Peterson stated that bids are out for the berm, landscaping and if
funding possibly sign, benches, picnic tables this year. Picnic shelter, more paved trails, and additional
playground equipment is not in the budget until approximately 2027. It was clarified by Peterson that
parkland impact fees collected are pooled together and 60% goes to regional parks and 40% goes to
neighborhood parks. Staff and Council determines what the parks need and what funds they will get.
Holtkamp asked for clarification on the un-dedication as far as how the land gets back to the City and the
process for determining what will be done with it. Peterson stated there would be an agreement
between the developer and City. The City markets the lot, assuming the un-dedication is successful. Kevin
Smith, Sterling Ponds resident is concerned that a lot that is not undedicated is being marketed. He stated
the park gets used heavily. The undedicated land is not used because it’s not taken care of, but if it was
parkland, it would get used. He would like to see the land stay parkland. Mayor stated the City is proud
of our parks and we need to remember the cost of maintaining the parks and money is a huge factor in
these decisions. Moody inquired how many lots are in Sterling Ponds, Peterson gave an estimate of 470
with approximately less than 20 buildable lots left. Kathy Peterson, Sterling ponds resident, stated she
chose Sterling Ponds because of the open space and park space. It concerns her that the area is marketed
without being un-dedicated. Commercial use should get feedback from residents. Odeen stated this is
an important enough issue that should go before City Council. It is an existing plan that has been partially
implemented. Don Peterson, 3166 Sussex St., is concerned with the traffic situation, as traffic will
increase, and there is one way in and two ways out no matter what goes in. Joelle Haley, Sterling ponds
resident stated that none of the decision makers live in the neighborhood. Haley asked why the
undedicated parkland needs to be commercial when there is unused land in the corporate park. Peterson
answered that the corporate park is zoned industrial and the TND zoning in Sterling Ponds requires some
commercial. Haley stated that it is not rumors if there is already a plan for a daycare or convenience store
to go there. Mayor said there is no such plan. Haley asked to be informed when something is happening
in their neighborhood. Odeen shared how to sign up for notification of city meetings on the website. Jay
Benson asked Lisa moody if she has heard of Autobahn.com. Lisa replied, no.
With no further comments or questions, the Mayor asked for a vote. The roll call vote did not pass 2-4
with Odeen and Toland voting in favor; and Holtkamp, LaRue, Moody, and Prendergast voting against.
Director’s Report
Community Development Director Amy Peterson provided an update on upcoming Plan Commission
meeting dates, the July 5 and September 6 meetings are right after the holiday. No objections to those
dates. Engage RF currently has over 600 people registered, and a walking tour is scheduled. Code
Enforcement ordinance updates are scheduled for next month. Economic Development is focusing on
RFEDC duties and the Mann Valley development project. Powell Ave. Bridge construction will occur in
2023. The North Water Tower construction will begin in June and the Wells Park sidewalk design is being
worked on.
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ADJOURNMENT
Moody made a motion to adjourn at 7:41 p.m. S/Odeen; motion carried 5/0.

Respectfully submitted,

Angie Bond, Community Development Assistant
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PLAN COMMISSION
JULY 5, 2022
STAFF REPORT
ITEM:
APPLICANT:
OWNER:
STAFF:

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments and City Code Amendments: Parking, Public
Nuisances, Residential Rental Uses, Signage, and Enforcement
N/A
N/A
Emily Shively, City Planner

BACKGROUND
From time-to-time as conditions change, it is beneficial to update the zoning ordinance and city codes to
ensure that community goals continue to be met as new issues arise. In response to issues identified in a
report to Council in June 2021, the City Council directed staff to proceed with enhancing a proactive code
enforcement program over the next two years. Implementation includes utilizing a Code Enforcement
Manual, proposing ordinance modifications, hiring an additional .5 FTE to support code enforcement,
acquiring code compliance software, and initiating a program of education and outreach, website
updates, and social media posts to communicate the expectations of property maintenance and upkeep
to property owners in the City.
Staff has been working over the past year with Larry Kirch of Prologue Planning, to evaluate the existing
City codes and identify best practices from other communities to determine appropriate ordinance
changes. Staff has been operationalizing the Code Enforcement Manual to ensure that consistent
processes and procedures are used to obtain code compliance.
This report presents several proposed amendments to the zoning code and city code to address the five
primary areas identified below. Numbers one, two and five below were identified and directed by council
in the 2021 Council report linked above. Number three is recommended by staff in response to the State
of Wisconsin reducing City’s authority regarding rental licensing and inspection programs and is one step
that will assist in ensuring the health and safety of the City’s rental housing. Number four below has been
added to the modification package in response to placement of signage in the City right-of-way, especially
in relation to political signage. One item identified in the 2021 report is not included in this package and
that is raising fines and amending the code for fine consistency. In staff’s further discussions with the
Municipal Judge, it was decided to forgo this item at this time and to evaluate how the new code
enforcement process functions prior to making modifications. An overview is provided below on each of
the proposed amendments.
1. Parking on residential properties: There is a need for standards regarding location of parking,
storage of vehicles, and surfacing requirements for parking areas.
o Consolidates parking provisions into one section of the code instead of occurring in two
places.
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o

2.

3.

4.

5.

Establishes performance standards for residential parking to address common parkingrelated nuisance issues such as parking locations, surfacing, and storage of equipment
and recreational vehicles.
o Removes a clause related to storage of equipment that is unrelated to vision obstructions
addressed in that section of the code.
Public nuisances including inoperable vehicles and exterior storage of household items: Current
ordinances do not specifically address some common public nuisance conditions which makes it
difficult to address resident complaints and communicate community expectations to property
owners and residents.
o Defines public nuisances including debris and abandoned and inoperable vehicles to
provide more clarity for property owners and staff
o Prohibits exterior storage of debris and inoperable vehicles on public or private property
o Establishes standards for storage of goods and vehicles on private property
Residential rental uses: Recent State law changes affect how the City regulates rental properties
and the code must be updated to be compliant with State law while ensuring the health and safety
of residential rental properties.
o Adopts State codes and statutes by reference for contractor licensure requirements,
Electrical Code, Uniform Dwelling Code, Commercial Building Code, and Plumbing Code
o Requires licensure of plumbers and electricians who work in the City, consistent with state
law
o Amends the housing code to address habitability violations per state statute
o Clarifies residential rental registration and complaint and enforcement procedures to
ensure the health and safety of residential housing units in a manner consistent with state
statutes
o Defines Rental Income and Residential Rental Uses; this allows for additional enforcement
of rental property via performance standards the zoning code
o Establishes minimum space and occupancy standards for rental uses to be consistent with
the building code and subject to the requirements in the housing code
o Classifies Residential Rental Uses as a permitted use in all zoning districts that allow
residential uses
Signage in the right-of-way (ROW): Recent Supreme Court decisions require that we change the
code in order to ensure appropriate placement of signage on private property outside of the ROW.
o Clarifies a property owner may place a sign between the curb and property line in the
downtown overlay district (sandwich boards)
o Added a 15’ setback from pavement for construction and political signs to be consistent
with garage sale and residential real estate signs; this makes the place restriction apply to
those signs which are not otherwise temporary, banner, or portable signs
o Added “signs” after ”flashing” and “moving” in Section 17.84.040.
o Removed the time/place/manner restrictions which only apply to political campaign
signs. Those restrictions are not content neutral (i.e., they only apply to political campaign
signs) and do not comply with recent Supreme Court decisions
Zoning Ordinance and City Code enforcement: It is important to provide a clear and consistent
process for addressing code violations to ensure compliance with City standards and regulations.
o Articulates the code enforcement and abatement process for public nuisances
o Establishes processes and procedures for enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance based on
best practices and consistent with enforcement of other code violations
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The proposed amendments are a response to current and emerging issues that staff and community
members have identified and the City Council has prioritized. The intent of the modifications is to provide
clearer standards in these areas so that it is easier for everyone to understand the expectations and
requirements to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the community.
Typically, the Plan Commission focuses on amendments to the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances.
However, staff is also presenting proposed amendments to the City Code (Chapters 8 and 15) to further
address nuisance issues (inoperable vehicles, debris in the yard, etc.), clearly articulate code enforcement
procedures, and further ensure safe rental housing in compliance with State Statutes. As these items are
tied to neighborhood preservation and are related to issues addressed in the proposed zoning ordinance
text amendments, it is appropriate for Plan Commission to view all of the proposed amendments as a
complete package.
DISCUSSION
Parking Standards – Amending Sec.17.08.030, Sec.17.08.040, and Sec.17.80.020
It has been determined that the current ordinance does not adequately address a number of issues related
to parking on residential properties and this has resulted in resident complaints and conflicts with utility
location and stormwater management. For example, there is no setback requirement stating how close
to the property line you can pave a driveway or park or store a vehicle. This means that a resident could
pave and/or park up to the property line which does not leave adequate room for utilities, stormwater or
snow storage and may create encroachment issues with adjacent properties.
There is also a need to specify that vehicles are to be parked on an improved surface – asphalt, concrete,
brick, or other dust-free surface – and not on grass or other landscaped area. When vehicles are not
parked on an appropriate surface, yards may become rutted and erosion may occur which negatively
impacts the quality of our surface waters. The parking location and surfacing requirements also need to
apply to parking and storage of recreational vehicles, boats, equipment trailers, etc.
The proposed ordinance amendment would require that parking and driveways be located at least five
feet from the property line and not within a drainage and utility easement. Sometimes easements along
the property line are greater than five feet to accommodate specific utility and drainage requirements in
an area, thus some properties may have a greater setback for parking and driveways. It is important to
keep easement areas clear of any obstructions to allow for installation and maintenance of utilities and
free-flowing drainageways. A minimum setback of five feet also ensures that there is an area of separation
between driveways and parking on adjacent properties to address potential encroachments or impact on
a neighboring parcel.
The proposed amendment also consolidates parking standards into one section of the code rather than
multiple locations for ease of implementation.
Public Nuisances – Amending Sec.8.32.030 and adding Sec.8.32.060-8.32.064
This is one of the primary areas of city code where a lack of specificity has created challenges in
communicating community expectations and addressing resident property maintenance complaints. The
existing code is broad and while it enumerates various conditions affecting health and safety, it fails to
address the most common concerns related to inoperable vehicles and exterior storage of household
items.
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The proposed code amendments would address maintenance of exterior property and premises with
specific examples of what is considered inappropriate and hazardous to store openly in a yard, such as
appliances, household garbage, televisions, etc. The amendment also prohibits improper disposal or
dumping of trash or moving it from one property to another.
The parking standards discussed in the section above are intended to address the parking and storage of
vehicles in good working condition. However, one of the main complaints staff receives are about
inoperable vehicles that may not have current license tabs, are missing key components, or have flat tires.
If a property owner has a car they are working on, they can have it on their property as long as it is stored
in a garage or shed or screened with an opaque wall or fence and out of public view. The ordinance is
intended to prohibit a proliferation of inoperable vehicles from taking up required parking spaces or
becoming increasingly deteriorated and creating unsafe and unsightly conditions.
Residential Rental Uses – Amending Sec.17.04.020, adding Sec.17.08.080 Residential Rental as permitted
uses, amending Sec.15.04.090, Sec.15.08.050, Sec.15.12.060-15.12.070; repealing and replacing
Sec.15.16.010; amending Sec.15.16.020; repealing and replacing Sec.15.16.030; amending Sec.15.16.040,
deleting Sec.15.16.060 and Sec.15.16.150
Recent State law changes have impacted how cities are able to regulate and inspect rental properties
(more information may be found in this League of Wisconsin Municipalities article). In the past, the City
had an annual rental licensing and inspection program that allowed the Building Inspector to identify
potential health and safety issues on a regular basis to ensure adequate maintenance and upkeep of rental
properties. However, current law only allows cities to have a required inspection program in areas that
are designated as blighted. Since the passage of Act 317, only a couple of cities in the state have
designated blight areas and our staff continue to monitor the effects of Act 317 in River Falls and other
cities.
It is still important to ensure basic habitability standards are met in all residential properties in the City.
The proposed ordinance amendment would add language to the zoning ordinance that has been in the
Building and Construction Section of City code since the 1970’s – this language specifies the minimum
space needs for bedrooms and living areas. The intent of these provisions is to prohibit landlords from
designating a closet, attic, or garage space as a bedroom unless those spaces meet the building code
standards for light, ventilation, and egress as well as minimum floor and ceiling height requirements. The
standards also regulate the maximum occupancy of a dwelling unit to make sure all inhabitants have
sufficient living space and avoid overcrowding.
State law does allow the City to institute a residential rental registration program. River Falls already has
such a program in place, and this ordinance amendment ensures that the regulations are compliant with
State law including the maximum registration fee that may be charged per building ($10.00). The code
amendment incorporates the statutory definition of a habitability violation and outlines complaint and
enforcement procedures as well as violations and penalties that the City is allowed to put in place under
the law.
The proposed zoning ordinance amendment also defines residential rental uses and allows them as a
permitted use in all zoning districts that allow residential housing; rental properties are currently allowed
in all residential districts, however, the current code does not distinguish between owner-occupied and
rental housing units. The proposed city code amendment also adopts State statutes and codes related to
the construction of buildings and licensure of contractors so that it is clear that these regulations apply to
projects and work within the City.
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Signage – Amending Sec.17.68.100.C.19 and Ch. 17.84
In a recent Supreme Court case Reed v. Town of Gilbert the Court determined that under the First
Amendment, sign regulations must be “content neutral” – that is, signage may be regulated with regard
to location, manner, and duration, but not on the content or message of the sign. This means that all
signs must be regulated in the same way and you cannot differentiate between signs based on what the
sign says.
The issue this has created in River Falls relates to signs in the right-of-way. Currently, the ordinance allows
temporary garage sale signs and real estate directional signs to be located within the right-of-way. The
intent was to allow these signs for a limited period of time after which they would be removed. However,
since the City is not allowed to differentiate between garage sale signs, real estate signs, and any other
signage including commercial and political signs, all signs must now be allowed in the right-of-way. This
has led to problems with signs being placed in unsafe or inappropriate locations.
The proposed ordinance amendment would remove the provisions that allow garage sale and real estate
signs in the right-of-way. With that change, no signs would be permitted within the right of way except
for required traffic signs and those that are adjacent to businesses in the downtown overlay district
(sandwich boards, etc.). All garage sale, real estate, commercial advertising, and political signs would then
be required to be located on private property. Someone wanting to place a sign on property other than
what they own (for example, a garage sale sign on the corner directing someone to a sale down the block),
would need to get permission from that property owner to place a sign on that parcel. Since it is not
always easy to know where the right-of-way line is, the ordinance requires any sign to be placed at least
15 feet from the curb – this is a standard that already exists in the code for the placement of political
signs.
The proposed ordinance amendment also clarifies language related to flashing and moving signs which
are prohibited in some locations. Duration regulations for political signs have been removed to comply
with State law.
Zoning Ordinance and City Code Enforcement – Amending Sec.17.104.060, repealing and replacing
Sec.8.32.070, and adding Sec.8.32.080
While it is essential that ordinances clearly state regulations that are to be followed to achieve policy goals
and ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the community, a necessary component of any ordinance
are procedures for ensuring compliance with those regulations.
The Code Enforcement Manual clearly lays out the administrative procedures for staff to follow when
identifying a code violation and working with a property owner to achieve compliance. The basis for the
administrative procedures must be outlined in city code and the zoning ordinance in order to clearly
communicate the process and expectations to property owners and provide appropriate authorization for
staff to carry out enforcement proceedings.
The proposed zoning ordinance and city code amendments replace our current violation enforcement
ordinances to add more specificity and detail and provide consistency amongst all code enforcement
procedures. The Code Enforcement Manual and the proposed ordinance amendments lay out a step-bystep process to follow to prevent, intervene, and resolve code violations. If a property achieves
compliance at any time during the process, the case is closed, and no further action needs to be taken.
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The following table illustrates the steps in the process:
Enforcement Step Enforcement Activity
1
Complaint recorded/staff initiated
2
Inspector identified
3
Inspection conducted (1 business days)
4
Violation recorded
5
Courtesy notice letter sent
6
Follow-up inspection (on the 11th day after courtesy notice is sent)
7
Violation recorded
8
Notice of violation letter sent
9
Follow-up inspection (on the 11th day after notice of violation is sent)
10
Violation Recorded
11
Final notice of violation letter sent
12
Final inspection (on the 11th day after final notice of violation is sent)
13
Issue civil citation
14
City Court
The code enforcement process articulated in the proposed ordinance amendments is similar to our
existing process, but provides more clarity and certainty for current and future staff as well as property
owners and residents working to bring their property into compliance. Staff have already begun utilizing
the City’s e-newsletter and Facebook posts to remind residents and property owners of the need for
permits and opportunities to dispose of unwanted items.
Further, staff seeks to educate property owners when receiving complaints and when following up with
properties that are not in compliance with City codes and ordinances. Staff works to help owners and
residents understand the “why” behind the ordinances and provide assistance when appropriate in
locating resources to gain compliance (trash removal services; low-cost or volunteer maintenance
programs; etc.). The communication and outreach efforts are ongoing and will be particularly tailored
when specific issues arise as common occurrences and present opportunities for education.
A strong customer-service approach has always been important for staff as they work to educate property
owners about what may be needed and the rationale for the standards in the ordinance with the goal of
ensuring that our neighborhoods are safe, healthy, and well maintained.
SUMMARY
The proposed zoning ordinance text amendments and city code amendments respond to issues identified
by staff and the community and prioritized by the City Council related to vehicle parking and storage on
residential properties, maintaining safe and healthy residential rental properties, ensuring appropriate
placement and regulation of temporary signs, and outlining clear standards for addressing code violations
to protect health and safety. All proposed ordinances have been reviewed by the City Attorney.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Plan Commission forward the enclosed ordinances to the City Council with a
favorable recommendation.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022 -___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 17 ZONING, CHAPTER 17.08, SECTIONS 17.08.030 AND 17.08.040
AND CHAPTER 17.80, SECTION 17.80.020
(PARKING STANDARDS)
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1. That Chapter 17.08.030 – Vision Obstructions of the City of River Falls
Municipal Code be amended as follows:
Delete subparagraph F.
F. Storage of Equipment. Boats, campers, trailers, trucks, construction equipment and seasonal
vehicles left for more than thirty (30) consecutive days shall be considered as being stored and
shall not be stored on any required off street parking area or on any required front or side yard.
Section 2. That Section 17.08.040 – Parking and loading of the City of River Falls
Municipal Code be deleted in its entirety and relocated to Chapter 17.80, Section 17.80.020
Section 3. That Chapter 17.80 - Parking spaces and parking facilities of the City of
River Falls Municipal Code be retitled to Parking and Loading Standards and that Section
17.80.020 be amended as follows:
17.80.020 – Off-street parking requirements space.
A. Parking space defined. For the purpose of processing the plans of all off-street parking
facilities, an off-street parking space is defined as an area not located on a public street,
highway, alley or other public thoroughfare of not less than one hundred eighty (180) square
feet net, exclusive of access or maneuvering area, ramps or obstructions and not less than
eight feet in width to be used as a temporary storage space for a motor vehicle.
B. Reduction of Existing Off-Street Parking Space or Lot Area. Off-street parking spaces and
loading spaces or parking lot area existing upon the effective date of this title (May 1980) shall
not be reduced in number or size, unless the number or size exceeds the requirements set forth
herein for similar new uses.

C. Change of Use or Occupancy of Land. No change of use or occupancy of land already
dedicated to a parking area, parking spaces or loading spaces shall be made, nor shall any
sale of land, division or subdivision of land be made which reduces area necessary for
parking, parking stalls or parking requirements below the minimum prescribed by this Title.
D. Change of Use or Occupancy of Buildings. Any change of use or occupancy of any building or
buildings, including additions thereto, requiring more parking area shall not be permitted
until there is furnished such additional parking spaces as required by this Title.
E. Design of Off-Street Parking and Loading Space. All off-street parking and loading spaces
shall be designed as outlined in Section 17.80.050.
F. Residential Off-Street Parking. It is recognized that uncontrolled residential off-street parking,
specifically on unpaved surfaces in residential front yards, is a public nuisance. The purpose
of this section is to provide for the regulation of residential off-street parking and to specify
the requirements for residential off-street parking as they pertain to the appearance and the
health, safety and welfare of the city.
1. Driveway Standards. Driveway widths shall not exceed 30% of the lot width or 25 feet,
whichever is less.
2. Personal Vehicles. It is permissible to park a personal vehicle, including a passenger car,
recreation vehicle, van, or pickup truck in the residential districts under the following
conditions.
a. Parking of operable vehicles. For properties with alley access, parking of operable
vehicles is permitted in the rear yard or in one (1) interior side yard on an improved
surface, as defined in subparagraph 3 of this section. Parking is permitted outside of a
structure in the front yard or corner side yard on a driveway if there is no reasonable
access to the rear yard or interior side yard or the property is not served by an alley or
if the garage is accessed from the front or side yard. Reasonable access means any 8 ft.
or wider area which can be graded to 15% slope or less to provide access to a parking
area. The vehicle shall be parked a minimum of five (5) feet from all property lines and
shall not be located within a drainage and utility easement.
b. Storage of operable vehicles. No parking pad used for storage of motor vehicles shall
be allowed in the front yard or corner side yard of a residential district. Storage of
operable vehicles is permitted in an interior side or rear yard if a 10 ft. by 20 ft. area per
vehicle is available with an improved surface, as defined in subparagraph 3 of this
section, provided eight (8) feet of access exists to the interior side or rear yard and has a
double gate for access. Vehicle storage areas shall be no closer than five (5) feet from the
nearest side or rear lot line and shall not be located within a drainage and utility
easement. On corner lots, vehicle storage areas shall be screened from view of the public
right-of-way by an opaque wall or fence.

3. Off-street parking setback and surfacing requirements. Any off-street parking area shall
be no closer than five (5) feet from the nearest side or rear lot line or within ten (10) feet from
the front lot line to maintain an area for snow storage, landscape buffer, and stormwater
capture. All parking and vehicle storage areas shall be surfaced with a dust free surface
such as concrete, asphalt, paving stones greater than three inches thick. Crushed rock is not
considered an approved dust-free surface. Pervious pavement materials are encouraged
for off-street parking spaces. Parking is not permitted on any grass, dirt, gravel or
landscaped area or any required front yard.
4. Parking and Storage of Equipment and Recreational Vehicles. Boats, jet skis, watercraft,
campers, motor homes, recreational vehicles, trailers, recreational vehicles on trailers,
trucks, commercial trucks, construction equipment and seasonal vehicles shall not be stored
forward of the front façade of the house, on any required off street parking area, or on any
required front or corner side yard. Any such equipment or recreational vehicle left for more
than seventy-two (72) hours shall be considered as being stored and shall only be allowed
in vehicle storage locations as permitted by this code. Such equipment or recreational
vehicle may be stored in an interior side or rear yard behind a double gate, at least three (3)
feet from the main structure including overhang, and at least five (5) feet from the side or
rear lot line. A recreational vehicle is not considered a dwelling and therefore shall not be
lived in, heated or cooled in any manner or connected to utilities of any kind. A recreational
vehicle may be connected to water and electricity for up to 72 hours in preparation for offsite use. A recreational vehicle may be connected to electricity for no more than 72 hours
upon returning from the off-site use. All vehicles shall be operable and display current
license tags and it shall be unlawful to back a vehicle into any parking space or vehicle
storage area so as to obscure the rear license plate. Placement of a tarp or vehicle cover shall
not obscure the rear license plate.
Section 4. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is
expressly declared that the City of River Falls would have passed the other provisions of this
ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any
provision of this ordinance or the application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provisions to other person's circumstances
shall not be deemed affected.
Section 5. Effective date. This ordinance amendment shall take effect from and after its
date of publication as provided by law.
FOR THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS

Dan Toland, Mayor

ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk

Adopted:

____________

Published: ____________

ORDINANCE NO. 2022 -___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 8 HEALTH AND SAFETY, CHAPTER 8.32 - NUISANCES GENERALLY
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1. That Chapter 8.32 Nuisances Generally, Section 8.32.030 Public
nuisances affecting health of the City of River Falls Municipal Code be amended by adding
paragraphs J, K, and M as follows:

8.32.030 - Public nuisances affecting health.
J.

Maintenance of exterior property and premises. Exterior property and premises shall be
maintained in a clean, safe and sanitary condition and shall be free from any
accumulation of junk, household garbage, refuse, trash, litter, rubbish, yard waste,
debris, wood, firewood, lumber, bedding, furniture, TVs, white goods, appliances,
packing material, metal, glass, plastic or cans.
K. Storage of abandoned or inoperative vehicles. Public and private property and premises
shall be kept free of abandoned and inoperative motor vehicles and motor vehicle
accessories.
M. Dilapidated buildings. All buildings or structures so old, dilapidated or out of repair as
to be dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise unfit for human use.
Section 2. That Section 8.32.060 of the City of River Falls Municipal code be
repealed and that Sections 8.32.060, 8.32.061, 8.32.062, 8.32.063, 8.32.064 and 8.32.065 of the
City of River Falls Municipal Code be created as follows
8.32.060 – Property maintenance, abandoned and inoperative vehicles.
8.32.061 Purpose and intent.
A. The purpose and intent of this chapter is to eliminate the inappropriate and unnecessary
keeping and storage of junk, household garbage, refuse, trash, litter, rubbish, yard waste,
debris, wood, firewood, lumber, bedding, furniture, TVs, white goods, appliances,
packing material, metal, glass, plastic, cans, abandoned and inoperative motor vehicles
and motor vehicle parts and accessories on private property. The city council finds that

such keeping and storage is unsightly, unhealthy and unsafe, and contrary to the health,
safety and welfare of the residents of the City of River Falls.
8.32.062 Definitions.
The following definitions shall control interpretation and application of this Chapter:
A. "Abandoned, Junked, or Inoperative Vehicle" means any Vehicle, Motor Vehicles
Accessories or related equipment which satisfies one or more of the following criteria:
1. It is partially dismantled, wrecked or disabled in a manner and to an extent that it
cannot be safely or legally operated on public roadways (if designed to be operated on
public roadways) or otherwise cannot be safely or legally operated for its intended
purpose, including if it is Unlicensed; is missing or has inoperative parts, or has flat or
removed tires; or
2. It reasonably appears abandoned to a city officer; or
3. That has become a habitat for rodents, vermin or insects or that in any other way
constitutes a threat to the public health or safety.
B. “Inoperable Appliance” means any stove, washer, refrigerator or other appliance which
is no longer operable in the sense for which it was manufactured.
C.

“Debris” means substance or material of little or no apparent value, aesthetic or
economic, including but not limited to: broken glass, broken concrete, broken plaster or
gypsum board, scrap lumber, siding or roofing material, ceiling tile or floor covering
material, broken asphalt materials, clay, tile or plastic pipe or any similar discarded scrap
building or construction materials, scrap metal of all types, appliances or parts thereof,
parts of Vehicles, tires, glass, wood or lumber, indoor furniture and mattresses, bedding,
boxes, crates, packing cases, cabinets, household fixtures, plumbing fixtures, including
but not limited to, toilets, or any other plumbing material, abandoned, broken or
neglected equipment, or the scattered remains of items, shopping carts on residential
zoned property, any solid wastes consisting of both combustible and noncombustible
wastes, such as paper, wrappings, weeds, cigarettes, cardboard, metal or plastic cans,
yard clippings, leaves, tree trimmings, or any material in which insects may breed or
multiply or which provides harborage for rodents, reptiles or vermin, or which would
contribute to the spread of fire or prevent its rapid control.

D. "Motor Vehicle" means that term as defined in Wis. Stats. § 340.01 including any selfpropelled land vehicle which can be used for towing or transporting people or materials,
including but not limited to automobiles, trucks, buses, motorized campers, motorcycles,
motor scooters, and tractors.
E. "Motor Vehicle Accessories" means any part or parts of any Motor Vehicle or Vehicle.
F. "Private Property" means any real property not owned by the federal government, state,
county, city school board or other public subdivisions.
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G. "Removal" means the physical relocation of a Vehicle to an authorized location.
H. “Unlicensed” means motor vehicles, truck bodies, tractors or trailers which do not bear
lawful current license plates.
I. “Vehicle” means Motor Vehicles, recreational vehicles, truck bodies, watercraft, boats,
campers, farm machinery, tractors or trailers, semi-trailers, and mobile homes.
8.32.063 – Storage Prohibited.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to allow, or any property owner to allow to be kept, any
Abandoned, Junked, or Inoperative Vehicle on any Private Property and no person shall leave
unattended or place any Abandoned, Junked, or Inoperative Vehicle on any public highway,
Private Property, or public property.
B. It shall be unlawful for any person to allow, or any property owner to allow to be kept, any
Inoperable Appliance or Debris on any Private Property, public property, or public highway.
B. No person, after notification to remove any Junked Vehicles, Inoperable Appliance, or Debris,
from any Private Property has been given pursuant to this Chapter, shall move the same to any
other Private Property upon which such storage is not permitted or onto any public highway or
other public property for purposes of storage.
8.32.064 Storage--Permitted when.
A. This Section shall not apply to any Motor Vehicle, Vehicle, or Motor Vehicle Accessories
whenever:
1. Such Motor Vehicles are lawfully registered pursuant to Wis. Stats. §§ 341.265 and
are able to be lawfully operated on public right of ways.
2. Such Vehicles are lawfully registered under applicable Wisconsin law and can be
lawfully operated for their intended purpose when originally manufactured.
3. It is out of ordinary public view in an Enclosed Area. Vehicle covers, tarps, plastic
sheets, or similar coverings do not satisfy this requirement. "Enclosed Area" is
defined as: inside a building or behind a nontransparent fenced area and out of the
public view.
4. A Motor Vehicle or parts car is legally stored pursuant to s.341.266 of the Wisconsin
Statutes, provided that such storage does not constitute a health hazard and is
screened from ordinary public view by means of a fence, rapidly growing trees,
shrubbery or other appropriate means.
5.
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The Private Property is actively used for the primary purpose of conducting a
business involving the sale, repair, towing or salvage of Vehicles, subject to the
following conditions and requirements:

a.

The owner of the business shall be licensed by the state as a Motor Vehicle
dealer, for hire towing provider, or salvage dealer.

b.

No Motor Vehicle that is in such mechanical condition as to not be legally
operable on the highways of the state of Wisconsin shall be parked, placed, or
stored in an unenclosed area on Private Property for more than thirty (30)
consecutive days. All Motor Vehicles subject to this subsection which do not
qualify for this exception shall be either parked, placed or stored in a structure
located on the property in question or behind an opaque fence which surrounds
the outside storage area. In addition, the storage of Motor Vehicles subject to
this subsection shall be in accord with all applicable city ordinances, including,
but not limited to zoning regulations. Nor may Motor Vehicle Accessories be
placed or stored in an unenclosed area on Private Property for more than thirty
(30) consecutive days.

8.32.065 – Courtesy notice, Notice of violation, Citation process.
A. Courtesy notice. Any person or property owner found in violation of the provisions of
this Chapter shall be given a courtesy notice via a verbal, door hanger or mailed written
notice by the building inspector, zoning administrator, or code enforcement officer, as
designated by the Community Development Director, all of which are designated as
Enforcement Officers, requiring compliance with the provision of this Chapter. The notice
shall include a description of the violation, the location or address of the item(s) in
violation, and that failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter may result in
forfeitures being assessed. Additionally, the notice shall inform the violator that Removal
from the specified location to another location upon which such storage is not permitted
is prohibited and shall be subject to additional penalties.
B. Notice of Violation. A reinspection of the property shall occur after 10 calendar days of
the courtesy notice and if the violation exists, a formal notice of violation shall be issued
to the person or property owner by certified mail and by first class mail.
C. Citation. A reinspection of the property shall occur after 10 calendar days of the formal
notice of violation and if the violation exists, a citation may be issued by the city to the
person or property owner responsible for the violation.
D. Officer Discretion. The enforcement officer may use their discretion in escalating the
violation from the courtesy notice, notice of violation, and citation if the responsible
person or property owner is making all reasonable attempts to abate the violation.
E. Subsequent violations and notices. A courtesy notice is not required for second and
subsequent violations occurring within a one-year period of the first violation of this
Chapter.
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F. If the violation continues after the first offense, the city may abate the public nuisance
following the process in 8.32.070 or as otherwise authorized under Wisconsin law.
Section 3. That Section 8.32.70 of the City of River Falls Municipal Code be
repealed and recreated as set forth below:
8.32.070 - Abatement of public nuisances.
A.

Enforcement. The city officials shall enforce those provisions of this chapter that come
within the jurisdiction of their offices; and they shall make periodic inspections and
inspections upon complaint to ensure that such provisions are not violated. No action
shall be taken under this section to abate a public nuisance unless the officer has
inspected or caused to be inspected the premises where the nuisance is alleged to exist
and has satisfied themselves that a nuisance does in fact exist.

B.

Summary Abatement. If the inspecting officer determines that a public nuisance exists
within the city and that there is great and immediate danger to the public health, safety,
peace, morals or decency, the proper officer shall to cause the same to be abated and
charge the cost thereof to the owner, occupant or person causing, permitting or
maintaining the nuisance, as the case may be.

C.

Abatement After Notice. If the inspecting officer determines that a public nuisance exists
on private premises but that such nuisance does not threaten great and immediate
danger to the public health, safety, peace, morals or decency, he or she shall serve notice
on the person causing or maintaining the nuisance to remove the same within ten (10)
days. If such nuisance is not removed within ten (10) days, the proper officer shall issue
a citation as provided for in 8.32.065 (C). If after issuance of a citation and either
payment of the fine or municipal court resolution and the nuisance is not abated and
removed within ten (10) days, the property officer shall cause the nuisance to be
removed as provided in subsection B of this section. Subsequent citations may be issued
as a second or third offense if the violation continues.

D.

Other Methods not Excluded. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as prohibiting
the abatement of public nuisances by the city or its officials in accordance with the laws
of the state.

E.

Court Order. Except when necessary under subsection B of this section, an officer
hereunder shall not use force to obtain access to private property to abate a public
nuisance but shall request permission to enter upon private property if such premises
are occupied and, if such permission is denied, shall apply to any court having
jurisdiction for an order assisting the abatement of the public nuisance.

F.
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The city may use the process and procedures found in Chapter 8.08 – Abandoned and
Junk Vehicles to enforce the provisions of this Chapter.

Section 4. That the City of River Falls Municipal Code Section 8.32.80 be created
as follows:
8.32.080 – Forfeiture and cost of abatement.
A. Any person who violates this chapter shall be subject to penalty as provided in Chapter
1.20 of this municipal code. In addition to any other penalty imposed by this chapter for
the erection, contrivance, creation, continuance or maintenance of a public nuisance, the
cost of abating a public nuisance by the city shall be collected as a debt from the owner,
occupant person causing, permitting or maintaining the nuisance; and if notice to abate
the nuisance has been given to the owner, such cost shall be assessed against the real
estate as a special charge.
B. Any person who violates this chapter is further responsible for all reasonable costs of
impounding and disposing, if necessary, of an inoperable or abandoned vehicle. Failure
by owner to reclaim a vehicle after notice of its impound shall constitute a separate
additional offense of this chapter. Costs not recovered from the sale of the vehicle may
be recovered against the vehicle owner or landowner in addition to any applicable
forfeiture and may be entered as a special charge on the tax roll if left unpaid. For those
vehicles reclaimed, all costs of impounding the vehicle must be paid by the owner or
lienholder prior to release of the vehicle. Neither forfeiture nor costs shall be imposed on
owners of vehicles that have been stolen.
Section 5. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is
expressly declared that the City of River Falls would have passed the other provisions of this
ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any
provision of this ordinance or the application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provisions to other person's circumstances
shall not be deemed affected.
Section 6. Effective date. This ordinance amendment shall take effect from and after its
date of publication as provided by law.
FOR THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
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Adopted: ____________
Published: ____________
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022-___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 15 BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.04 Building Code, Section
15.04.090 – Construction of Buildings, paragraph (A) State Code Adopted of the City of River
Falls Municipal Code be amended as follows:
15.04.090 – Construction of Buildings
A.
State Statutes and Codes Adopted. The following Wisconsin State Statutes and Wisconsin
Administrative Code Chapters and all amendments thereto and contained therein are hereby
adopted by reference and made a part of this chapter.
1. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapter SPS 305; Licenses, Certifications and
Registrations. All contractors must comply with this code.
2. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapter SPS 316; Electrical SPS 316.014 adopts the NFPA
70 National Electrical Code (NEC).
3. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapters SPS 320-325; Uniform Dwelling Code for the
design and construction of One and Two-Family Dwellings.
4. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapters SPS 361-366; Commercial Building Code SPS
361.05 Adoption of the International Codes, International Building Code 2015,
International Energy Conservation Code, International Mechanical Code 2015,
International Fuel Gas Code 2015, and International Existing Building Code 2015.
5. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapters SPS 380-387; Plumbing, Wisconsin State
Statute Chapter 145.

Section 2. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.08 Plumbing Code,
Section 15.08.050 – Plumbers to be licensed of the City of Falls Municipal Code be amended as
follows:

All plumbers must be licensed by the State of Wisconsin, per Ch. SPS 305, Wis. Adm.
Code, and provide the city with proof of such state license prior to the commencement of
any plumbing work within the city. All plumbing work shall be done only by a plumber
licensed by the state for such work, provided a property owner may make repairs or
installations in a single-family building owned and occupied by him or her as his or her
home if a permit therefor is issued and the work is done in compliance with the provisions
of this chapter. Per State Statute Chapter 145, a property owner may make repairs or
installations in a single-family building owned and occupied by him or her as his or her
home if a permit therefor is issued and the work is done in compliance with the provisions
of this chapter.
Section 3. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.12 Electrical Code,
Section 15.12.060 – Licenses and Section 15.12.070 – Electrical contractors-State certification
required of the City of Falls Municipal Code be repealed, combined and recreated as follows:
15.12.060 - Electricians and electrical contractors to be licensed. All electricians and electrical
contractors must be licensed by the State of Wisconsin, per Ch. SPS 305, Wis. Adm.
Code, and provide the city with proof of such state license prior to the
commencement of any electrical work within the city.
Section 4. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.010 – Purpose of the City of Falls Municipal Code be repealed and replaced as follows:
15.16.101 – Purpose. To obtain a list of all residential rental property contacts that can be used by
City departments for emergency purposes and the enforcement of the “habitability
violations” as noted in State Statute 66.0104 and Chapter 15.16.020 of the City’s
housing code.
Section 5. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.020 – Definitions of the City of Falls Municipal Code be amended as follows:
“Habitability violation” as noted in State Statute 66.0104 (1) (ah).
A. The rental property or rental unit lacks hot or cold running water.
B. Heating facilities serving the rental property or rental unit are not in safe operating
condition or are not capable of maintaining a temperature, in all living areas of the
property or unit, of at least 67 degrees Fahrenheit during all seasons of the year in which
the property or unit may be occupied. Temperatures in living areas shall be measured
at the approximate center of the room, midway between the floor and ceiling.
C. The rental property or rental unit is not served by electricity, or the electrical wiring,
outlets, fixtures, or other components of the electrical system are not in safe operating
condition.
D. Any structural or other conditions in the rental property or rental unit that constitute a
substantial hazard to the health or safety of the tenant, or create an unreasonable risk of
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E.
F.
G.
H.
I.

personal injury as a result of any reasonably foreseeable use of the property or unit other
than negligent use or abuse of the property or unit by the tenant.
The rental property or rental unit is not served by plumbing facilities in good operating
condition.
The rental property or rental unit is not served by sewage disposal facilities in good
operating condition.
The rental property or rental unit lacks working smoke detectors or carbon monoxide
detectors.
The rental property or rental unit is infested with rodents or insects.
The rental property or rental unit contains excessive mold.

Section 6. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.030 – Inspection of dwellings, dwelling units, rooming units and premises of the City of
Falls Municipal Code be repealed and replaced as follows:
15.16.030 - Inspection of dwellings, dwelling units, rooming units and premises.
The code enforcement officer shall determine the condition of dwellings, dwelling units and
premises located within the city in order that he or she may perform his or her duty of
safeguarding the health and safety of the occupants of dwellings and the general public. For
the purpose of making such inspections, the code enforcement officer may enter, examine and
survey at proper times, upon receipt of verbal authorization to or after twelve (12) hours
notice to the owner and/or occupant, all dwelling units, rooming units and premises. The
owner and/or occupant of every dwelling unit and rooming unit or the person in charge shall
give the code enforcement officer access to such dwelling, dwelling unit or rooming unit and
its premises at reasonable times after due notice for the purpose of each inspection,
examination and survey. Every occupant of a dwelling unit or dwelling shall give the owner
thereof or his or her agent or employee access to any part of such dwelling or dwelling unit
or its premises at all reasonable times for the purpose of making such repairs or alterations as
are necessary to effect compliance with the provisions of this chapter.
15.16.030 Residential Rental Registration.
A. The City requires all residential rental property in the City limits to be registered with the
City and provide the name of the owner or authorized contact person and an address,
telephone number, and, if the owner elects, an electronic mail address or other
information necessary to receive communications by other electronic means at which the
person may be contacted. The registration fee is $10 per building.
B. If there is a change of ownership or management of a building or change of contact
information for a building, the new owner shall provide the information and pay the
registration fee set forth in Section 15.16.030.A.
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Section 7. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.040 – Enforcement of the City of Falls Municipal Code be amended to add paragraph G and
H as follows:
G. Rental Complaint and Enforcement.
1. Exemptions. This ordinance does not prohibit inspections that may be required by a
special inspection warrant under Wis. Stats 66.0119 or any other inspection required by
federal or state law.
2. Rental complaints received, from any person, that are habitability violations may be
inspected by the City. Any person submitting the complaint must give their name and
the nature of the complaint.
3. The City may inspect the rental property and charge a rental complaint inspection fee in
the amount determined by the fee schedule if the habitability violations are found.
4. The City shall maintain records regarding inspections in response to a complaint. The
records must include the name of the person making the complaint, the nature of the
complaint, and any inspection conducted upon the complaint.
H. Rental Violations and Penalties
The city shall use the process prescribed in Chapter 8.32 to enforce the provisions of this
Chapter including the penalties prescribed in Chapter 1.20 of the City of River Falls Municipal
Code.
1. Notice of violation shall be in writing and mailed or emailed to the landlord. Violations
found must be corrected within 30 days. The City may require a violation correction
deadline sooner than 30 days if the violation exposes a tenant to imminent danger.
2. Except as otherwise provided, any person violating any of the terms of this chapter shall
forfeit not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200)
together with the costs of prosecution; provided that for any violation(s) of any condition
in this chapter which can be corrected by modification or repair, failure to correct or rectify
such defect within a reasonable time, as determined by the code enforcement officer or
health officer, shall constitute a separate violation for each day in which the violations
exists, and be subject to penalties herein provided.
Section 8. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.060 –of the City of Falls Municipal Code be deleted in its entirety:
15.16.060 - Minimum standards for light, ventilation and heating.
No person shall let to another for occupancy any dwelling or dwelling unit, for the purpose of
living therein, which does not comply with the following requirements:
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A.

Every habitable room shall have at least one window or skylight facing directly to the
outdoors. The minimum total window area, measured between stops, for every
habitable room shall be eight percent of the floor area of such room.

B.

Every habitable room shall have at least one window or skylight which can be easily
opened. The total clear opening window area in every habitable room shall be equal to
not less than three and a half percent of the floor area.

Habitable rooms, other than bedrooms, without openable windows, may be provided with a
balanced mechanical ventilation system producing one air change per hour of fresh outside air
while the room is occupied.
C.

Every bathroom and water closet compartment shall have five percent clear opening
window or skylight area except that no window or skylight shall be required in
bathrooms and water closet compartments equipped with a mechanical ventilation
system as defined in the Wis. Adm. Code.

D.

Every dwelling shall have heating facilities which are properly installed and
maintained, and are capable of safely and adequately heating all habitable rooms,
bathrooms and water closet compartments in every dwelling unit located therein to a
temperature of at least seventy (70) degrees Fahrenheit at a distance of thirty (30) inches
above floor level under ordinary minimum winter conditions.

E.

Every public hall and stairway in every rental unit shall be lighted in conformity with
the National Electrical Code.

F.

Every basement bedroom shall receive natural light and shall be ventilated according to
Wis. Adm. Code standards. Every basement or cellar window used or intended to be
used for ventilation and every other opening to a basement which might provide an
entry for rodents or insects shall be supplied with a screen or such other device as will
effectively prevent their entrance.

G.

All HVAC work, including the installation of new or replacement heating or cooling
equipment, associated electrical or plumbing work, and the installation of new or
replacement duct-work shall be performed by an HVAC contractor credentialed by the
state of Wisconsin. Changing of filters or grilles may be performed by the owner or
occupants.

Section 9. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.150 – Violations-Penalties of the City of Falls Municipal Code be deleted in its entirety.
15.16.150 Violations—Penalties.
Except as otherwise provided, any person violating any of the terms of this chapter shall forfeit
not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200), together with
the costs of prosecution; provided that for any violation(s) of any condition in this chapter which
can be corrected by modification or repair, failure to correct or rectify such defect within a
reasonable time, as determined by the code enforcement officer or health officer, shall constitute
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a separate violation for each day in which the violations exists, and be subject to penalties herein
provided. If any licensee continues to operate rental property after suspension or revocation of
the license, each day of operation during that period shall be considered a separate violation of
this chapter.
The code enforcement officer may revoke, suspend, terminate, or discontinue any housing
license, or may refuse to issue, reissue, or renew any housing license which has been or may be
issued under this chapter if the owner of the concerned premises has any taxes, assessments,
forfeitures, or any other claims of the city that are delinquent or unpaid as determined by the city
clerk.
Section 9. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is
expressly declared that the City of River Falls would have passed the other provisions of this
ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any
provision of this ordinance or the application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provisions to other person's circumstances
shall not be deemed affected.
Section 10. Effective date. This ordinance amendment shall take effect from and after its date
of publication as provided by law.

FOR THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk
Adopted: ____________
Published: ____________
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022 -___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 17 ZONING, CHAPTERS 17.04, 17.08, 17.16, 17.20, 17. 24, 17.28, 17.32, 17.36, 17.40,
17.64, and 17.112
(RESIDENTIAL RENTAL USES)
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1. That Chapter 17.04 - Introductory Provisions and Definitions, Section
17.04.020 - Definitions of the City of River Falls Municipal Code be amended as follows:
Section 17.04.020 - Definitions is amended as follows:
"Rental income" means payment of monies or any other consideration, of any form or quantity,
received by an owner of property for use of the property by a person residing on the property,
including but not limited to, rental payments, house-sitting, baby-sitting, elderly care,
housework, lawn care, and general maintenance.
“Rental, Residential” means any residential dwelling unit, the owner of which receives rental
income as defined in this chapter. Rental includes owner occupied dwelling units.
Section 2. That Chapter 17.08 General Requirements be amended to create Section
17.08.080 Residential Rental Uses of the City of River Falls Municipal Code as follows:
17.08.080 Residential Rental Uses
1. Minimum space and occupancy requirements. No person shall let to another for occupancy
any dwelling unit for the purpose of living therein which does not comply with the following
requirements:
a. Every dwelling unit shall contain a minimum gross floor area of not less than one
hundred fifty (150) square feet for the first occupant, one hundred (100) square feet for
the second occupant, and seventy-five (75) square feet for each additional occupant. The
floor area shall be calculated on the basis of the total area of all habitable rooms.
b. In every dwelling unit of two or more habitable rooms, every room occupied for sleeping
purposes by one occupant shall contain at least eighty (80) square feet of floor space.

Every room occupied for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at
least forty (40) square feet of additional floor space for each occupant over twelve (12)
years and at least an additional thirty (30) square feet of additional floor space for each
occupant under twelve (12) years.
c. At least one-half of the floor area of every habitable room shall have a ceiling height of a
least seven feet and the floor area of that part of any room where the ceiling height is less
than five feet shall not be considered as part of the floor area in computing the total floor
area of the room for the purpose of determining the maximum permissible occupancy
thereof.
d. No "dwelling unit," shall be occupied by more than one “family” as defined in the code
section 17.04.020 Definitions.
e. All residential rental uses must comply with Municipal Code Chapter 15.16 Housing
Code.
Section 3. That Chapters 17.16, 17.20, 17. 24, 17.28, 17.32, 17.36, 17.40, 17.64, and
17.112 of the City of River Falls Municipal Code be amended to add Residential Rental Uses
as a permitted use in the RS, R-1, R-2, R-3, B-1, B-2, B-3, MHP, and Traditional
Neighborhood Development Zoning Districts as follows:
17.16.020 D.
17.20.020 E.
17.24.020 E.
17.28.020 C.
17.32.020 42 (and renumbering existing 42 through 50 to 43 through 51 respectively)
17.36.020 21 (and renumbering existing 21 through 25 to 22 through 26, respectively)
17.40.020 49 (and renumbering 49 through 56 to 50 through 57 respectively)
17.64.080 A.7. d.
17.112.050 A.2. b. v.
Section 4. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and
it is expressly declared that the City of River Falls would have passed the other provisions of this
ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any
provision of this ordinance or the application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provisions to other person's circumstances
shall not be deemed affected.
Section 5. Effective date. This ordinance amendment shall take effect from and after its
date of publication as provided by law.

FOR THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS

Dan Toland, Mayor

ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk

Adopted:

____________

Published: ____________

ORDINANCE NO. 2022 -___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 17 ZONING, CHAPTER 17.68, SECTION 17.68.100.C.19.b.;
AND CHAPTER 17.84, SECTIONS 17.84.010, 17.84.020, 17.84.030.B.3., 17.84.030.F.2.,6., and 7.,
17.84.030.G.5., 17.84.030.H.2., 4., and 5., 17.84.040.D.6., E., and F.6., 17.84.050
(SIGNS)
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1. That Chapter 17.68.100.C.19 – Downtown District Overlay District
Design Standards - Signs of the City of River Falls Municipal Code be amended as follows:
19. Exemptions.
b. Political campaign signs located on private property;
Section 2. That Chapter 17.84 – Signs of the City of River Falls Municipal Code be
amended as follows:
17.84.010 Purpose.
The purpose of these provisions is intended to lessen threats to public safety from poorly
constructed and maintained signs; to insure ensure compatibility of location, size and placement
of signs; to prevent hazards to life and property; to protect against hazards to vehicular traffic
movements through improper placement of signs; and to preserve the natural beauty and
attractiveness of the city.

17.84.020 Definitions.
As used in this chapter:
Sign, Directional Garage Sale. "Directional garage sale sign" means a temporary off-site sign
used to advertise and direct people to the site of used goods at normally at a residential residence.

17.84.030 General provisions.
B.

Signs shall not be permitted or continued that:

3.

F.

G.

Real Estate and Directional Real Estate Signs. One real estate sign shall be permitted on a
property and shall not be located in the right-of-way. A permit shall not be required.
2.

Directional real estate signs shall be permitted between the hours of three p.m. Friday
to ten p.m. Sunday. These signs may be located in the right-of-way. A permit shall not
be required.

6.

In addition to the penalties provided pursuant to Section 17.84.090(E), real estate and
directional real estate signs not in compliance with the provisions of this chapter that
are located within the right-of-way may be removed by the city. A recovery fee of five
dollars ($5.00) per sign shall be charged to the sign owner for return of the sign. Any
sign not recovered by the sign owner within seven days after removal may be disposed
of by the city.

7.

Real Estate Signs shall only be erected on private property and at least a distance of
fifteen (15) feet from the edge of pavement.

Construction Signs.
5.

H.

Are located in the public right-of-way, except that a property owner of property in the
business overlay district may place one portable sign between the curb and property
line, except as specifically exempted in this section;

Construction Signs shall only be erected on private property and at least a distance of
fifteen (15) feet from the edge of pavement.

Garage Sale Signs.
2.

Directional garage sale signs shall not be erected more than forty-eight (48) hours prior
to the sale or event and shall be removed within forty-eight (48) hours after. These signs
may be located in the right-of-way.

4.

Garage sale signs, if located in the right-of-way, shall be placed in the ground and not
on any public light, sign, utility pole, tree or other similar structure.

5.

All garage sale signs shall be erected on private property and at least a distance of
fifteen (15) feet from the edge of pavement.

17.84.040 District sign regulations.
D.

Highway Commercial District. Signs permitted in this district shall comply with the
following regulations:
6.

E.

Prohibited signs: flashing signs and moving signs.

Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial. Sign regulations for this district shall be the same as
those in the highway commercial district except that the following signs shall be prohibited:
pylon signs, flashing signs, and moving signs.

F.

University District. Signs in this district shall comply with the following regulations. A
permit shall not be required.
6.

Prohibited signs: flashing signs and moving signs.

17.84.050 Political campaign signs.
Political campaign signs shall adhere to the regulations contained herein. It shall be the
responsibility of the candidate or his or her designee to insure ensure that political campaign
signs are installed in compliance with these regulations. The following regulations shall apply to
all zoning districts within the city:
D.

All political campaign signs shall be removed within seventy-two (72) hours following
the election in which the campaign was intended.

E.

No political campaign sign shall be installed within the city more than seventy (70) days
prior to the election in which the campaign is directed.

FD. No political campaign sign shall be attached to any boulevard tree, utility pole or traffic
control device.
GE. All political signs in residential zoning districts shall not be lighted.

Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance amendment shall take effect from and after its date
of publication as provided by law.

FOR THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS

Dan Toland, Mayor
ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk

Adopted:

____________

Published: ____________

ORDINANCE NO. 2022 -___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 17 ZONING, CHAPTER 17.104, SECTION 17.104.060
(VIOLATIONS – PENALTIES - ENFORCEMENT)
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1. That Chapter 17.104 - Administration and Enforcement, Section 17.104.060 –
Violations-Penalties of the City of River Falls Municipal Code be repealed and replaced in its
entirety to read as follows:
17.104.60 Violations – Penalties – Enforcement.
A. Violations. Any building, structure or improvement erected, built, moved or maintained,
or any use of property contrary to the provisions of the Zoning Code is hereby declared
to be unlawful and a public nuisance.
B. Remedies and enforcement powers. Failure to comply with any provision of this Title is
hereby declared unlawful. The following remedies and enforcement powers may be used
to administer and enforce this Title.
1. Withhold permits. The city may deny or withhold all permits, certificates, or other
forms of authorization on any land or structure or improvements thereon upon which
there is an uncorrected violation of a provision of this Title or of a condition or
qualification of a permit, certificate, approval, or other authorization previously
granted by the city. This enforcement provision shall apply regardless of whether the
current owner or applicant is responsible for the violation in question.
2. Permits approved with conditions. Instead of withholding or denying a permit or
authorization the city may grant such authorization subject to the condition that the
violation be corrected.
3. Revoke permits. Any permit issued under this Title may be revoked when the Zoning
Administrator determines any one of the following:
a. That there is departure from the plans, specifications, or conditions as required
under terms of the permit.
b. That the development permit was procured by false representation or was issued
by mistake.

c. That any of the provisions of this Title are being violated. Written notice of such
revocation shall be served upon the owner, the owner's agent or contractor, or
upon any person employed on the building or structure for which such permit
was issued, or shall be posted in a prominent location; and, thereafter, no such
construction shall proceed.
4. Revoke plan or other approval. Where a violation of this Title involves a failure to
comply with approved plans or conditions to which the approval of such plans was
made subject, the City Council may, upon notice to the applicant and other known
parties in interest (including any holders of building permits affected) and after a
public hearing, revoke the plan or other approval or condition its continuance on strict
compliance with this Title, the provision of security to ensure that construction is
completed in compliance with approved plans, or such other conditions as the City
Council may reasonably impose.
5. Injunction and abatement. The city may initiate injunction or abatement proceedings
or other appropriate action in a court of competent jurisdiction against any person
who fails to comply with any provision of this Title, or any requirement or condition
imposed pursuant to this Code, to prevent, enjoin, abate, or terminate violations. The
city may seek a court order in the nature of mandamus, abatement, injunction, special
declaratory judgment or other action for proceeding to abate or remove a violation or
to otherwise restore the premises in question to the condition in which they existed
prior to the violation.
6. Civil filings. It is unlawful to erect, construct, reconstruct, maintain or use any land in
any zoning district in violation of any regulation or any provisions of this Title. Any
person, firm or corporation violating this Title or any part thereof, is guilty of a
municipal civil offense. Each and every day during which the illegal erection,
construction, reconstruction, alteration, maintenance or use continues is a separate
offense.
7. Other powers. In addition to the enforcement powers specified in this Title, the city
may exercise any and all enforcement powers granted by Wisconsin law. If deemed
necessary by the city for public health and safety reasons, the city may immediately
commence all necessary actions or proceedings for the abatement, enjoinment and
removal thereof in the manner provided by law, and may apply to such court or courts
as may have jurisdiction to grant such relief as will abate, enjoin and remove the
building or use and restrain and enjoin any person, firm or corporation from setting
up, erecting, building, moving or maintaining any such building or using any
property contrary to the provisions of this Title.
C. Civil enforcement procedures for emergency matters. In the case of violations of this Title
that constitute an emergency situation as a result of safety or public concerns or violations
that will create increased problems or costs if not remedied immediately, the city may use
the enforcement powers available under this Title without prior notice.
D. Enforcement procedures for non-emergency matters. Any person or property owner
found in violation of the provisions of this Title shall be given a courtesy notice via a

verbal, door hanger or mailed written notice by the building inspector or that person’s
designee; Community Development Director or that person's designee; all of which are
designated as Enforcement Officers, requiring compliance with the provision of this Title.
The notice shall include a description of the violation, the location or address of the item(s)
in violation, and that failure to comply with the provisions of this Title may result in
forfeitures being assessed. Additionally, the notice shall inform the violator that removal
from the specified location to another location upon which such use is not permitted is
prohibited and shall be subject to additional penalties.
1. Notice of Violation. If after an inspection and informal attempts have failed to gain
compliance with this Title in a non-emergency situation, a reinspection of the property
shall occur after 10 calendar days of the courtesy notice and if the violation exists, a
formal notice of violation shall be issued to the owner, owner's statutory or authorized
agent, occupant, lessee or person in control of the property by Certified Mail, Return
Receipt Requests and First Class Mail. This notice shall contain the following:
a. Legal identification of property.
b. Statement of violations in sufficient detail to allow an owner or responsible
party to identify and correct the problem.
c. The expected compliance deadline of at least 10 calendar days from the date of
the notice.
d. A re-inspection date.
e. Address. E-mail, and telephone number of a city representative to contact.
f. A warning that failure to comply may result in the filing of a civil case.
g. A warning that failure to comply may also result in an administrative or court
abatement action by the city, which the owner or responsible person will be
financially liable through a lien process that may include foreclosure of the
property.
h. Appeal rights (Board of Appeals, the protocol thereunder and required fees).
2. Citation. A reinspection of the property shall occur after 10 calendar days of the formal
notice of violation and if the violation exists, a citation may be issued by the city to the
person or property owner responsible for the violation.
3. Officer Discretion. The enforcement officer shall use their discretion in escalating the
violation from the courtesy notice, notice of violation, and citation if the responsible
person or property owner is making all reasonable attempts to abate the violation.
4. Subsequent violations and notices. Notice is not required for second and subsequent
violations occurring within a one-year period of the first violation of this Title.
5. If the violation continues after the first offense, the city may abate the public nuisance
following the process in 8.32.070.
E. Effective date. Any notice issued under this Title shall be deemed effective on the date
when written notice is hand-delivered or sent via first class U.S. certified mail, return
receipt requested, to the individuals referenced above. Any recorded notice shall run with
the land and shall constitute legal notice for all purposes of this Title to all parties and

entities thereafter acquiring an interest in the property. Officers may use their discretion
in granting extensions for compliance with the code, depending on the violators' efforts
to date.
F. Civil citations and complaints. If the owner or other responsible party fails to comply with
the notice of violation, and fails to appeal the notice, or loses the appeal hearing and fails
to pursue other available appellate courses of action, a civil action to enforce the provision
of this Title may be commenced and a summons shall be issued in accordance with the
procedures set forth in Wisconsin Statutes and applicable city ordinances. Jurisdiction of
proceedings in this Title shall be in the Municipal Court of the City of River Falls. The
Community Development Director and/or their designee shall be responsible for filing
civil citations with the River Falls Municipal Court subject to the following:
1. Separate offences. Every day any violation of any provision of this Title continues shall
constitute a separate violation or offense. The owner of record may be presumed to be
a person having lawful control over the building, structure or parcel of land which is
the subject of the violation. If more than one person is recorded as the owner of the
property, the persons may be jointly and severally presumed to be the persons having
lawful control over the building, structure or parcel of land.
2. Municipal/Civil hearing procedure. A person lawfully served with a civil citation shall
appear at the time and place stated on the citation, which is the initial appearance. At
the initial appearance, the defendant will be asked to make a plea of no contest, guilty
or not guilty. If the defendant makes a no contest or guilty plea, they may be found
guilty, and fines and penalties will be assessed. If the defendant makes a not guilty
plea, the matter will be scheduled for a pretrial with the City Attorney, who represents
the plaintiff, and the citation(s) will be discussed. If an agreement is not reached at the
pretrial, the matter will be scheduled for a trial. Trials are audio-recorded. The
defendant may elect to be represented by counsel at their expense. If the defendant
fails to appear, a default no contest plea will be entered on their behalf and fines and
penalties will be assessed.
3. Appeal of civil court hearing. Any party may appeal the judgment of the Municipal
Court to the Circuit Court.
G. Validity of permit. The issuance or granting of a building or use permit or approval of
plans or specifications under the authority of this Title shall not be deemed or construed
to be a permit for or an approval of any violation of any of the provisions of this Title or
the amendments thereto or of any other ordinance or law. No permit presuming to give
authority to violate or cancel any of the provisions of this Title or any existing law shall
be issued, and if issued shall not be valid; except insofar as the work or use which it
authorizes is lawful and permitted.
H. Enforcement by city officials. It shall be the duty of the Community Development Director
or their designee to enforce the provisions of the Zoning Code.
I.

Remedies. All remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive. The
conviction and punishment of any person hereunder shall not relieve that person from
the responsibility to correct prohibited conditions or to remove prohibited buildings,

J.

structures or improvements, nor to prevent the enforcement, correction or removal
thereof.
Abatement of public nuisances. The city may enforce the provisions of this Title in
accordance with the procedure in Section 8.32.070 to abate public nuisances.

K. Forfeiture and cost of abatement. Any person who violates this Title shall be subject to
penalty as provided in Chapter 1.20 of this municipal code. In addition to any other
penalty imposed by this Title for the erection, contrivance, creation, continuance or
maintenance of a public nuisance, the cost of abating a public nuisance by the city shall be
collected as a debt from the owner, occupant person causing, permitting or maintaining
the nuisance; and if notice to abate the nuisance has been given to the owner, such cost
shall be assessed against the real estate as a special charge.
Section 2. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is
expressly declared that the City of River Falls would have passed the other provisions of this
ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any
provision of this ordinance or the application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provisions to other person's circumstances
shall not be deemed affected.
Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance amendment shall take effect from and after its date
of publication as provided by law.
FOR THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS

Dan Toland, Mayor

ATTEST:

Amy White, City Clerk

Adopted:

____________

Published: ____________

Community Development Department
Plan Commission Director’s Report - June 2022

Introduction
This report is provided monthly to update the Plan Commission on Community Development efforts for the
past month, as well as to provide a look forward to the upcoming Plan Commission work.
Reporting Period:
June 1 – June 30, 2022
Next Plan Commission Meeting:
August 2, 2022
2022 Community Development Major Projects:
•
•

•

•

Ensure sustained development/redevelopment of the City from the prospect stage through
construction
Economic Development
o Customer Relations Management Software (CRM)
o Shovel ready sites
Engineering
o North Interceptor project
o North Water Tower Project
o North Loop Utilities Project
o Radio Road Watermain Project
o WisDOT Wasson Lane design
o WisDOT Cemetery Rd
o WisDOT Powell Avenue bridge design
o Troy/Pomeroy watermain construction
o North Interceptor Sewer Lining Project
o Mann Valley preliminary design
Planning/Zoning/Inspections
o Comprehensive Plan update
o Outdoor Recreation Plan update
o Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan update
o Roll out code enforcement changes
o Permitting/code enforcement software research
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Planning and Zoning
•

•

•

•

•

•

Development Review/Current Planning
o Currently working with developers that plan to submit throughout the next few months
o Thompson Annexation Petition – Approved by Council on June 14, 2022 with a change in Future
Land Use and Zoning of the north parcel to Commercial/B-3 Highway Commercial
o Lake George Lofts (Gerrard Corp.) Specific Implementation Plan – Plan Commission recommended
approval on June 7, 2022; to Council on July 12, 2022
o Wells/Meyer Annexation Petition – Council referring to Plan Commission on June 28, 2022 for
review on August 2, 2022
o Field questions and review of ETJ potential projects
Zoning ordinances/map amendments
o Currently working on ordinance modifications for code enforcement, signs and telecommunications;
Plan Commission will review draft ordinances on July 5, 2022
Historic Preservation Commission
o Finalizing the fabrication of “The Glen” to replace the Cascade Mill sign at Glen Park
o Historic photo panels inside the Glen Park Pavilion have been installed. Waiting for plaques.
o HPC presentation and walking tour for River Falls Days Saturday, July 9th
Mapping
o Map of available sites for development; Click here for map
o Map of active development projects map; Click here for map
Projects
o Comprehensive plan – Steering Committees for the Comprehensive Plan, Outdoor Recreation Plan,
and Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan continue to meet; engagerf.org has over 670 registered
participants; two activities are live on engagerf.org for current feedback; Focus River Falls presence
at River Falls Days and pop-up at the Farmer’s Market.
Assist customers with zoning and subdivision questions daily

Economic Development
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attended online Innovation Center Management Committee Meetings (Schreiner)
Attended River Falls Economic Development Corporation meeting (Schreiner)
Treasurer duties for the RFEDC and Innovation Center Management Committee (Schreiner)
Secretary duties for the RFEDC (Burns)
Held internal major project development meeting
Sent two RFIs
Attended Competitive Wisconsin presentation (Schreiner, Burns, and Shively)
Attended River Falls Economic Development Stakeholders Meeting (Schreiner and Peterson)
Attended Tattersall Ribbon Cutting (Schreiner and Peterson)
Continue Mann Valley project management with concept and contract going to council 7/28
ED summer intern started and will be focusing on the CRM and researching Main Street programs
Made one new industrial and commercial connections this month
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Building and Inspections/Code Enforcement
•

•

•

745 Sycamore Street, Frisbie/River Falls Senior Living – continue
Permits (June 1 – June 28)
to do weekly inspections, which includes framing all three floors,
21
Building Permits
underground plumbing in CBRF and with State inspector for fire
9
New Home Permits
separation/penetrations
5
Fence Permits
708 N. Main Street – Valu Stay Inn - worked with owner to
0
Sign Permits
vacate all units that had permanent residents, motel is not
approved for permanent residency
June 16th, hosted a Northwest Building Inspectors Association meeting at the River Falls Library, nine
inspectors were in person with six attending virtually.

Engineering
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

Internal Consulting Projects
o Mann Valley Design (SEH) – City is reviewing an engineering proposal for final design of Mann
Valley Corporate Park and will go to City Council for review on 6/28.
o Powell Avenue Bridge Rehabilitation – Grant Funding Notification Received, State Municipal
Agreement is signed, and Ayers is proceeding with work.
o S. Wasson Lane Reconstruct (Strand) design is ongoing
o North Water Tower (SEH) work is anticipated to start in June
o North Loop Plans currently being finalized for summer bid and fall/spring construction
o Wells Park Sidewalk (Stevens). Final design in process routing sidewalk on South side of
Kennedy Street with consideration to reducing boulevard width from five feet to three feet.
WisDOT Projects- Cemetery Road Reconstruct in progress
Development review assistance for the following sites:
o Dawes Place Phase II
o Lake George Lofts
Stormwater – Erosion control inspections are ongoing
Streets/Traffic:
Construction
o North Interceptor Sewer (TKDA – Engineering, A-1 Excavating Contractor). Construction is
completed to the limits imposed by the Bald Eagle nesting location until August 1.
o Residential lateral installation and abandonment inspections (ongoing)
o Sterling Ponds 4th Addition – Utilities, storm sewer, roadway, and sidewalk are installed.
o Highview Meadows 6th Addition - Initial walk through performed, expecting Spring completion
of punch list items.
o Highview Meadows 7th Addition, work has begun.
Conferences/Trainings/Events o Rain 2 Rivers meeting 6/23
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Director
•

•

•

Focus River Falls project management
o Worked with consultant team on goals and land use concepts for the comprehensive plan
o Staff worked with the consultant team on park inventory and needs analysis for the Outdoor
Recreation Plan
o Staff held a walking tour for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
o Outreach:
▪ SRF pop-up at Farmer’s Market on June 23rd
▪ Planning for Focus River Falls presence during River Falls Days in the parade and Meet
River Falls event
▪ Planning for Stakeholder discussions in July
▪ Provided information at the Town of River Falls Board meeting
o EngageRF Analytics as of 6/24/22
▪ 673 site registrations to date
▪ 5,960 total visits
▪ Bike and Pedestrian Map and Key Themes activities are live
▪ The homepage got a refresh
▪ Updates allowing for general comments, a timeline of the comprehensive planning
process, and a list of the steering committee members were added to the site.
Internal
o Completed Department budget for 2023/24
o Began plan commission 1:1 meetings for Q3
o Preparing Department staffing and organization study
o Mann Valley project meeting
o Code Enforcement preparation
o TID Update meetings
o Participated in meetings: Executive Team, major development projects, management team
o Weekly staff meetings, staff 1:1s, consultant check ins
External
o Developer negotiations on multiple projects; meet with business owners looking to expand
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Community Development Staff

Amy Peterson, CD Director

David Hovel, Building Inspector

Zach Regnier, Sr. Civil Engineer

Keri Schreiner, ED Manager

Todd Nickleski, City Engineer

Angie Bond, CD Assistant

Emily Shively, City Planner

Tamarra Jaworski, Engineering
Technician

Tyler Galde, Planning &
Engineering Technician
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Sam Burns, Planner

Kendra Ellner, Planner

Chris Buntjer, Sr. Civil Engineer
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FOCUS RIVER FALLS: JUNE UPDATE
FOCUS RIVER FALLS UPDATE
June activities focused on engagement activities and plan analysis across the three plans. We are deep into the process of exploring the
tools, resources, and policy changes needed to achieve the needs and opportunities outlined by the community

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
June Activities

•
•
•
•

Goal Refinement
Future Land Use Planning
Plan Element Analysis
Pop-Up Events

Upcoming Events

•
•
•

Pop-Up Events
Stakeholder Conversations
Next Steering Committee Meeting – July 21

Upcoming Tasks

•
•
•
•
•

Future Land Use Plan
Plan Analysis
Pop-Up Events
Stakeholder Conversations
Implementation Plan

FOCUS RIVER FALLS
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BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN PLAN UPDATE
June Activities

•
•
•

Plan Analysis
Walking/Biking Tour Planning
Walking Tour – June 23rd

Upcoming Events

•

Bike Tour – July

Upcoming Tasks

•
•

Plan Analysis
Implementation Plan

OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN
June Activities

•
•
•

Inventory Refinement
Goal Statements
Needs Analysis

Upcoming Events

•
•

Pop-Up Event – Fighting Fish Game (TBD)
Next Steering Committee Meeting – July 20th

Upcoming Tasks

•
•
•

5-year and 20-year Needs Assessment
Public Engagement – Pop-up and EngageRF Activities
Implementation Plan
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ENGAGE RF UPDATE
June Activities

•
•
•

Bike and Pedestrian Mapping Activity
Comprehensive Plan Activity – Ideas close July 1st
Pop-Up Event – Rush River Brewery Farmer’s Market (June 23)

Upcoming Events

•
•
•
•
•

EngageRF Updates – Comp Plan Activity Update – July
River Falls Day Parade
Meet River Falls Engagement Event – July 9th
Pop-up Events – TBD
Stakeholder Conversations

Upcoming Tasks

•

Additional engagement activities

UPCOMING EVENTS
Date/Time

Event

Audience

Location

July

Update Engage RF Activities

Community

Engage RF

July

Stakeholder Conversations

Stakeholder Groups

Various

July/Aug

Pop-Up Events

Community

Throughout
Community

July 20

Outdoor Recreation Steering Committee Meeting

Outdoor Recreation Steering Committee

City Hall

July 21

Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Meeting

Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee

City Hall

July

Bike Tour

Public

Varies
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