Supporting Economic
Development

WELL PREPARED GRADUATES IN HIGH
DEMAND FIELDS
Successful Alumni
Recent graduates from UW-River Falls are securing employment and
graduate school placements at a high rate. In 2013, 2011-12 UW-River Falls
graduates were asked about their employment and educational status through
a survey conducted by the UW-River Falls Survey Research Center. Among
those responding, 81 percent reported they were employed while an additional
15 percent indicated they were continuing their education. Alumni of three
undergraduate programs; agricultural engineering technology, land use
planning, and computer science and information systems, reported 100 percent
employment and average annual salaries of more than $40,000.

Summer Internship and Entrepreneurship Program
In 2012-13, approximately 310 organizations in the St. Croix Valley and Twin
Cities hosted co-op or internship students from UW-River Falls. UW- River Falls
is collaborating with local high-growth businesses to establish the
Summer Internship and Entrepreneurship Program, which will provide
students hand-on experience working on marketable products. The interns will
also interact with leaders of these businesses to learn more about
entrepreneurship and the joys and challenges of starting and growing a
business.
These same companies have identified innovation fellows, leaders and
senior researchers, who will hold joint appointments with the companies and
UW-River Falls, engaging in research and teaching. These innovation fellows will
bring an entrepreneurial spirit to courses, including many in the STEM fields.

These four high-growth River Falls headquartered companies are partnering
with UW-River Falls on the Summer Internship and Entrepreneurship Program.

“UW-River Falls has been successful in fostering a variety
of partnerships with private sector firms to strengthen the
relevance and quality of student learning while adding vigor to
the business operations of the partner companies and firms.”
–

Scot Simpson, City Administrator, City of River Falls and
Executive Director, River Falls Economic Development
Corporation
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River Falls, WI 54022
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“As a well-respected institution in business, agriculture and food sciences

The University of Wisconsin River Falls’
commitment to its strategic goal of
Innovation and Partnerships, is perhaps,
most evident in the field of economic
development. Through centers of excellence,
support for Wisconsin’s vital agricultural
industry, active engagement with economic
development organizations and preparation
of highly-qualified graduates, UW-River
Falls is a leading driver of economic growth
in the St. Croix Valley and the State of
Wisconsin.
			
This leadership resulted in UW-River Falls
being named the 2013 Business of the
Year by the River Falls Area Chamber of
Commerce and Tourism Bureau.

with strong ties to the local business community, UWRF is uniquely

CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN THE
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS

qualified to partner with individuals and businesses to grow the economy
and create jobs and enthusiasm for entrepreneurship.”
–

Center for Innovation and Business Development
Opened in 2014, the Center for Innovation and Business Development (CIBD),
creates an easily accessible front door to economic development resources at
UW-River Falls. The director of the CIBD is an economic development
specialist who works collaboratively with regional Economic Development
Corporations (EDCs) and leverages the resources of UW-River Falls, including
placement of talented students in internships and practicums to meet the needs
of businesses.

SUPPORT FOR WISCONSIN’S
AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY
Dairy Pilot Plant – Training Resources for Industry

Temporarily housed in the decommissioned River Falls Municipal Power Plant, the
CIBD will eventually become a key component of a new small business
incubator UW-River Falls is working to create in collaboration with the City of
River Falls, the St. Croix County Economic Development Corporation and the West
Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission. The new incubator building will
be funded in part through a grant from the Economic Development Agency.

The Dairy Pilot Plant first opened in 1982 and has been producing popular
retail products such as cheese and ice cream ever since. Today, more than
20 flavored cheeses and 30 different flavors of ice cream are made by UWRF
students with milk from the dairy herd on the UWRF Mann Valley Farm. This
unique hands-on experience provides students marketable skills, including the
ability to earn a cheese makers license prior to graduation.

Sharing a home with the CIBD is the
UW-River Falls Small Business
Development Center (SBDC). The
SBDC continues to provide assistance
to businesses with one-on-one
counseling, workshops, and classes.
Approximately 100 people are helped
each year through the SBDC, where
experimental learning students provide
business plans for local businesses
and accounting students provide tax
preparation assistance to low-income
individuals in the River Falls area.

Planning and fundraising is currently underway for an
approximate $3.5 million Dairy Pilot Plant renovation
with an overall goal of modernizing and expanding the
space and equipment dedicated to dairy processing.
It will allow for more students to gain direct hands-on
experience in the facility through various courses,
internships and other paid work experiences.
Donations from private industry are projected to
cover $3 million of the project, primarily through new
equipment and in-kind services.
In addition to expanded academic programming, the renovation will allow for
enhanced outreach workshops, pilot scale testing and other applied research.

Center for Economic Research

The Dairy Pilot Plant
renovation project
has received financial support from the
cheese making industry
throughout the State of
Wisconsin.

The Center for Economic Research (CER) encourages economic research and
promotes economic development in the upper Midwest. The CER maintains a
website, supports student research, publishes a database of regional economic
data and provides consulting services to St. Croix Valley communities. The CER
is also assisting Xcel Energy with their efforts to build new ore mines in northern
Wisconsin.

CHS Center for Agricultural Business Management
and Engagement

The Center for Economic Research provides up-to-date
economic dashboards for counties and regional economic
development entities in west
central Wisconsin.
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The CHS Center for Agricultural Business Management and Engagement originated
with a gift from CHS to coordinate agribusiness teaching, research and
outreach activities at UW-River Falls. The Center provides:
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Ben Brancel, Secretary, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade 			
and Consumer Protection
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• Students with the ability to participate in undergraduate
research, examining agricultural business and production problems.
• Research results and analytical tools that will assist industry and government
in addressing challenges in modern production agriculture and agribusiness.
• Students with the opportunity to gain practical job experience through
internships and international travel programs.
• An integrated outreach program designed to disseminate research results that
will further development and improvement of agricultural businesses.

